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March 17, 2003

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT:  DRAFT Minutes for January 27, 2003 FPOM Meeting.

1.  The meeting was held at John Day Dam, Smolt Monitoring Facility.  In attendance were:

Rex Baxter

USACE

509.527.7124

Dave Hurson

USACE

509.527.7125

Larry Basham

FPC

503.230.4287

Cal Sprague

USACE

503.808.4305

Shane Scott

WDFW

360.902.2812

Tom Lorz 

CRITFC

503.238.3574

Victor Albaladejo

WDFW

360.906.6745

Wayne VanderNaald
ODFW

503.657.2000

Gary Fredricks

NMFS

503.231.6855

Scott Boyd

USACE

503.808.3943

Bob Cordie

USACE

541.298.7406

Miro Zyndol

USACE

541.506.7823

Scott Bettin

BPA

503.230.4573

Larry Beck

USACE

541.374.8801

Brad Eby

USACE

541.922.2242

Jennifer Sturgill

USACE

541.374.8375

Rudd Turner

USACE

503.808.3935

2.  The following handouts were distributed:

· AGENDA, FISH PASSAGE O&M COORDINATION TEAM, JOHN DAY DAM, SMOLT MONITORING FACILITY, JANUARY 27, 2003.

· CENWP-OP-B, 24 January 2003, MEMORANDUM FOR:  FPOM MEMBERS, SUBJECT: Bonneville Lock and Dam Fishway and Construction Activities Report for January 2003 FPOM meeting.

· Date:  January 27, 2003, From:  Bob Cordie, Project Biologist, FISH PASSAGE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE MEETING, THE DALLES/JOHN DAY UPDATE.

· FISH PASSAGE O&M COORDINATION TEAM, Adult and Juvenile Fish Facilities Status Report, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Walla Walla District, January 27, 2003.

· 2003 Water Supply Forecast Summary

3.  Construction Updates:

Portland District – See handouts.  Jennifer S. discussed:  1) I-beam removal at DSM2 is almost done, 2) Corner Collector…Cascades Island issue…contractor originally wanted 2 weeks but now wants 60 extra days…need to have UMT dry until first week in March…possible noise and concrete puncturing problems…the group had an extensive discussion about options…more information is needed from Construction.  Scott Bettin asked if there would be any conflict with the Spring Creek release.  Jennifer said yes.  Rudd T. said that Oregon would not allow a variance to the 110% TDG requirement for the release.

Miro Z. discussed:  1) TDA collection channel improvement contract…on schedule…no fish passage issues at this point, 2) JDA south ladder control section modification contract…on schedule…will probably water up last week of February…no fish passage issues at this point.  Bob C. asked about the concrete curing agent issue.  Gary F. said that a biodegradable detergent should be used.  Miro will pass the word.

Walla Walla District – See handout.  Dave H. discussed:  1) each construction item in the handout, and 2) the adult fishway hydraulic study being done by Walla Walla District’s Engineering Division…involves the 4 Snake River dams…relatively little progress made so far but a report may be available within the next few months…the goal is to determine what changes can be made to improve fishway operations.

4.  Fishway Status Updates:

Portland District – See handouts.  Jennifer S. said that both DSMs at Bonneville would be back in service soon…when should lights be turned on?  Gary F. said orifice lights should be on 24 hours/day…overhead lights should be left off unless needed for workers.

Bob C. discussed:  1) various items on his handout for TDA/JDA, 2) all juvenile bypass orifices remain open at JDA...screens have been pulled…the FPP says orifice closure should be minimized…the purpose is to allow fish to exit the gatewells…there is concern about water conservation…Bob will come up with a strategy for opening/closing orifices.  

Walla Walla District – See handout.  Rex B. discussed the handout and had nothing to add.
5.  Research Updates:

Portland District – Jennifer S. said that lamprey tracking continues at Bonneville.  Not much going on.

Walla Walla District – Nothing to report.

6.  Updates from Task Groups:  Dave H. discussed a recent Corps/BPA conference call on 1% turbine operations…the Turbine Survival Group will evaluate fish survival data (McNary study, Skalski’s paper, etc.) and make recommendations…they will be asked to address FPOM regarding possible operational changes…maybe within a few months.

Cal S. said that a budget priority list would be provided before/at the next meeting.

7.  TDA Collection Channel Dewatering Mods:  Cal S. said that he primarily wanted to discuss item 8, although this item is related (e.g. leakage and difficulty with dewatering the channel).

8.  TDA Backup AWS:  Cal S. said this has been discussed by FFDRWG…PMs want to purchase spare parts.  Gary F. said this depends on the budget and agreement on what spare parts are obtained…this is also an issue for Bonneville 2…this is more of a FFDRWG issue.

9.  River Flow Forecast:  See handout.  Rudd T. said water supplies are below average and trending down…trying to conserve water…flood control is not an issue.  TMT is very concerned…recently agreed to lower the Bonneville tailwater requirement for chum from 11.3-11.5 to 11.0-11.2.

10.  Adult Fish Count Database:  Larry Beck distributed CDs with many years of adult fish count data (1981 to 2002?)…need Access 2000 to use it…still need to add night counts.  Gary F. stated that he would like to have Bonneville winter counts posted on the web page by year/month/day…there is particular concern about winter steelhead…NMFS needs the data for making decisions in relation to O&M proposals. 

11.  FPP Comments Review:  There was extensive discussion (about 2 hours) on FPP comments, mostly those contained in the draft letter from NMFS to the Corps (final version signed by NMFS on February 7, 2003).  The letter was discussed item-by-item.  Rather than attempt to provide the details here, the Portland and Walla Walla districts will respond to NMFS by official letter, and to others by official letter as appropriate.

NEXT REGULAR MEETING:  There will be no meeting in February.  Instead, a conference call will be held on February 21 at 0900 hours [later changed to 1030 hours] to discuss outstanding FPP issues.  The next regular meeting will be held March 13, 2003, 0900 hours, Portland District Office. 
Minutes prepared by Rex Baxter

