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Construction


McNary - Repair of AWS Pumps 2 and 3:  Pump 3 will likely remain OOS until 2006 due to guide bearing and pump shaft damage.  Pump 2 appears to have a shaft alignment problem.  The pump was partially disassembled last week and an attempt to spin it for testing failed.  The Corps will be getting help from a Bureau of Reclamation expert who specializes in rotating hydropower equipment.  Eventually, a laser will be used to evaluate the shaft alignment.  It is anticipated that pumps 1 and 2 will be available for the 2005 fish passage season.
McNary – Rehabilitation of Spillway Gates:  Work continues on rehabbing four spillway gates and is scheduled for completion in February.  This will allow for the use of all 22 spillway bays.  At one time it was hoped that funding would be available to do two more gates but the funding will not be forthcoming.

Ice Harbor – Removable Spillway Weir:  On-site work continues although it is apparently a little behind schedule because the contractor is now using two shifts of divers.  Work on the RSW itself, being constructed in Vancouver, is on schedule.  The RSW is still scheduled to be delivered to Ice Harbor by February 20.



Ice Harbor – Full-Flow PIT Tag Detector:  A new detector will be installed on the juvenile fish bypass pipe this winter.  A pre-work meeting was held in early January but the contractor has not yet begun work on-site.


Lower Monumental – Fish Counting Station:  The existing station in the north shore ladder is being reconstructed this winter, requiring a ladder outage for most of January and February.  The contractor began work the week of January 10, a week late, but the contractor is confident of completing the job by late February as scheduled.  Demolition will begin soon, if it has not already started.

Lower Monumental – Spillway Parapet Walls:  New parapet walls are being constructed this winter on both sides of the spillway to prevent water and fish from splashing out of the river.  This will allow for normal spillway patterns (i.e. no 3-stop limits on bays 1 and 8).


Lower Monumental – Barge Loading Dewaterer:  The existing dewatering unit (flat bar screen on the floor) will be replaced with a half-pipe dewatering unit this winter.  Water flows through this section will be more stable and fish-friendly.  On-site work has not yet begun.
Operations and Maintenance - Juvenile Fish Facilities

All facilities are out of service for winter maintenance.

Operations and Maintenance - Adult Fish Facilities

The MCN WA shore ladder was dewatered from Jan 3-13 and no significant problems were encountered.  During the outage, the counting station area was scoped out to obtain details for reconstruction of the in-water structure and installation of PIT tag antennas in the counting slot next winter.


Ladders currently OOS include MCN Oregon shore, IHR south shore, LMN north and south shore (concurrent outage Jan 10-22), LGS, and LWG.  During a video inspection, the fallout fence at LGS was found to be in poor shape.  The project has now dewatered the channel and will be installing new 1-inch, rubber-coated wire mesh comparable to the mesh being removed.  Personnel at LWG are repairing diffuser 14 (upper end of ladder) which has something wrong with the gate controller.  There are no other significant problems to report.

Research


The University of Idaho is installing PIT tag antennas for adult lamprey at MCN and IHR this winter.  The antennas consist of simple wires attached to the walls and floors of the fishways.  Locations include ladder entrances, junction pools, and ladder exits, well away from existing detectors for salmonids to avoid interference.  Also, the PIT tags used will be half-duplex in contrast to the full-duplex tags used in salmonids to further avoid interference.  Lamprey will be trapped and tagged at MCN for tracking in 2005.
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